Tucked back in Indian Hill just off a private drive, 9755 Cunningham Road feels so
secluded that you might think you’re out in the countryside. In fact, this lovely bit of
solitude is just minutes away from main roads with quick and convenient access to
wherever you need to be.
This 9,500-square-foot residence was designed and built in 2005 by Cuban architect
Emilio Fernandez of SFA Architects. An award-winning and LEED-certified architect,
Fernandez aims to design spaces with an eye toward both quality and aesthetics.
Both are immediately apparent upon entering 9755. A testament to the livability of
this home, Fernandez himself resided here for the first two years after it was built.

I N DI A N H I L L

Within, gleaming wood floors highlighted by natural light catch the eye instantly.
Crown moldings and vaulted ceilings add to the character. The layout and design
have been carried out with every need in mind. All the amenities a modern family
looks for are here: A generously-sized chef’s kitchen full of granite and stainless
opening to an airy family room, every bedroom with an en-suite full bath and walkin closet, a finished lower level complete with a splendid granite bar and abundant
space for entertaining.
Step outside and the entertaining can continue. Several walk-outs lead to a multilevel outdoor living space. The patio features a large, half-moon bar with fire glass
accent, perfect for an evening of cocktails with close friends, while a pool and hot
tub guarantee summertime fun. And all of this overlooks a beautiful wooded view
with Indian Hill’s greenbelt just beyond.
Fun fact: Mariah Carey once rented the home from the current owners when she
was in town shooting a movie. A truly exquisite space just minutes from civilization.
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Roger and Noel Thesing have had the good fortune of traveling
the world over. But it’s the Queen City’s river view they look
forward to coming home to. “Our riverfront is as nice as any
around the world,” says Roger. He should know. A stunning
panorama greets him whenever he enters his home on the top
floor of 18 E. Fourth Street.
This penthouse is arguably the finest in all of downtown
Cincinnati. Located at the top of a 112-year-old art deco building,
it was first a bank, later offices, and most recently has been
transformed into upscale condos.
The elevator opens, New York-style, directly into this home’s
lovely living area. At first glance, the windows and ceiling
compete for attention. The wall of windows features dramatic
views of downtown and the Roebling suspension bridge, while
the ceiling’s graceful scallops—original to the building—draw the
eye upward.
The living room features a wood burning fireplace, while the
Studio Becker kitchen is both sleek and eco-friendly. The
highlight of this residence is the “bar room,” as the Thesings call
it. A large tank sat in the corner of this room, used years ago
when the building was heated by water. Rather than remove it,
the Thesings got creative. They had the tank cut in half from top
to bottom, upcycling it into a truly one-of-a-kind bar.
Special touches throughout include exposed ductwork, spacious
his-and-her closets, lustrous marble in the master bath, and an
eye-catching floating mirror.
A breath of fresh air is just steps away on the rooftop deck,
perfect for a solo after-dinner drink or an impromptu dinner party.
“It’s so nice to come home to this,” says Noel, referring to this
distinctive property, as well as its immediate access to all of
downtown’s dining and entertainment options.
A veritable house in the sky, this residence is a sanctuary you
won’t be able to resist.
8 | HOMES & ESTATES

D OW N TOW N

Address: 18 E. Fourth Street, #1201, Downtown Features: 3
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E A S T WA L N U T H I L L S
The number 1858 is significant to this home in more ways than
one: It serves as both the address of the house, and the year it
was built. This handsome historical manor has held its age well,
standing tall atop five acres on Taft Road, surrounded on all sides
by luscious gardens.
Originally designed by architects Edwin Anderson and Samuel
Hannaford for the Matthews family, the exterior has been altered
over the years, but remnants remain, including the Gothic
Revival’s fancy gables and its L-shape. Sadly, a third floor
widow’s walk was lost to fire years ago.
One of the home’s current residents is an artist. You’ll find oneof-a-kind artistic touches throughout: a bird’s egg within the
kitchen island, a sun room at the back of the house bursting with
natural light, unique exterior lighting scattered throughout the
back yard.
With five bedrooms and ample closet space, this home is one
with plenty of room despite its age. Vintage details include ceiling
medallions, dual parlors, and original fireplaces. Modern updates
enhance the appeal with a wood-paneled family room, skylights,
and two master suites featuring heated bathroom floors.
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Beyond the walls of 1858 is a setting for lovers of outdoors.
Multiple patios encourage all types of events, from casual
cookouts, to pool parties, to upscale evening soirees. The
flowers and shade trees are too many to name. Suffice it to say
they are abundant, gorgeous, and beautifully cared for.
Rumor has it that the residence may once have been a stop on
the Underground Railroad. In more recent years, the home has
been host to several artists-in-residence and also features an
outdoor playhouse acquired from a charity auction.
Whether you’re attracted to this home’s 19th or 20th century history,
just imagine how you could contribute to its 21st century future.

Address: 1858 William H. Taft Road, East Walnut Hills Features:
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Author Alexandra Stoddard said, “When you leave a beautiful place,
you carry it with you wherever you go.” That certainly is the case with
8 Grandin Lane. Every room in this elegant home has a view of the
Ohio River that it’s hard to turn your eyes away from. “That’s what I’ll
miss most about living here,” the current homeowner says.
This 30-year-old home was designed with today’s family in mind. The
gourmet dine-in kitchen is spacious, with plenty of room for making a
family meal or entertaining guests. An adjacent area is just right for a
family room, sitting room, or breakfast nook.
All of the rooms on the first floor are generously sized, with custom
cabinets and shelving right where you’d want them, and tons of natural
light filtering in through lofty windows.
Upstairs, each of the bedrooms features an en suite bath and walk-in
closet, great storage space, and—again—those views!
A fully finished basement provides a number of options from game
room, to workout room, to guest room.

H Y DE PA R K
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Bringing character to this home are reclaimed wood ceiling beams,
crown molding throughout, a striking spiral staircase, and yes, even
a river view from the master bath’s Jacuzzi tub.
With two balconies above and a patio below, this residence is ready
for hosting your next cocktail party or family celebration. The stunning
vista is an immediate stress reliever, and it can also be enjoyed from
the home’s heated in-ground pool.
The current homeowners created a land conservation easement with
the Hillside Trust, so one of this property’s 2.4 acres is protected,
preserving the green space and wooded views on its hillside.
Outside the front door, you’re just minutes from Cincinnati Country
Club, Summit Country Day, and Hyde Park Square.
If you’re in search of a home that’s close to it all yet feels like a
getaway, this is the place for you.

Address: 8 Grandin Lane, Hyde Park Features:#FESPPNTt
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If you meander out into the countryside in
between Cincinnati and Columbus, you’ll come
across a quiet lane named Penn Road. This will
lead you to a private drive introducing Penn Lake
Farm. Turn down that drive (after you’ve been
invited, of course), and your first glimpse will be
a sweeping view of rolling farmland, with 12-acre
Penn Lake in front of you. Sitting just beyond the
lake is the magnificent Penn Lake estate.
Finished in 2000, this Palladian brick mansion
has been used as a getaway from the hustle
and bustle of city life. One foot out of the car
and you’ll immediately feel a sense of calm as
you breathe in the fresh country air and take in
the property’s expansive farmland, bordered by
scenic Rattlesnake Creek. Pure eye candy.

FAY E T T E C OU N T Y, OH

Address: 9437 Penn Road, Leesburg, Ohio Features: 7
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Everything about this manor makes you feel like
royalty. The exterior features palatial columns
soaring two stories up, with rounded Roman
arches greeting you both front and back. The look
is mirrored on the nearby pool house that sits
adjacent to the heated in-ground pool.
Step inside and see what catches your eye first—the
abundance of cherry and mahogany woodwork,
the numerous windows welcoming the outdoors
in, or the spacious great room with its lofty ceiling
(a full 24 feet up). The custom woodwork, which
includes crown molding throughout, was milled
onsite and installed by the Amish. Coffered ceilings
add dimension and character to every room.
Natural lighting abounds.
The entertainment complex on the lower level
features a gorgeous wine room, game room,
theater, and English-style pub—everything you
could want after coming in from a dip in the pool,
an afternoon fishing, or a day out quail hunting.
Surrounded by luxury inside and natural beauty
outside, Penn Lake Farm is the escape you didn’t
know you needed.
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M A SON

Address: 4768 Tillinghast Court, Mason Features:#FESPPNTt#BUITt 4RVBSF'FFUt(BT'JSFQMBDFTt
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Nestled back within Heritage Club, 4768 Tillinghast Court sits behind a regal gate on 2.2 acres, a stone’s throw from the
club’s championship golf course. It’s an attractive bit of property surrounded by an attractive neighborhood.
Graham and Kim Hill built the home 17 years ago, eager to watch their three kids grow up within its walls. With Graham in
the lumber business, the utmost attention was given to wood choice and craftsmanship. Cherry wainscoting in the great
room, curly white oak in the master bath, pegged floors in the library. And look closely at the kitchen cabinets: That’s bird’seye maple surrounded by walnut—totally unique (not to mention gorgeous).
It’s apparent that the Hills designed a home they would enjoy living in. The dine-in kitchen and adjoining family room make
it easy to entertain, while the sizeable office features plenty of storage and working space. Upstairs, the bedrooms are roomy
yet cozy, with a sitting room perfect for homework, play, or relaxing with a good book.
But it’s the lower level that’s got to be the talk of the neighborhood. Walking down the stairs feels a bit like entering a European
castle. Here you’re surrounded by stone veneer walls, brick columns, and accents featuring arched doors of solid alder with
wrought iron hardware and strap hinges. A bar, movie theater, and game area sit within. Not to be missed: an exceptional
wine cellar around the corner.
The back paver patio is just right for entertaining, while mature trees line the spacious yard, providing both beauty and privacy.
It will be hard for the Hills to say good-bye to the home they raised their children in. But they look forward to turning it over
to someone who will love it as they have. Says Kim, “It’s time for this house to be a home for a new family.”
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